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Synopsis

Five masterful dramatic works from one of the world’s best-loved playwrights. This collection
includesA A The Cherry Orchard,now on Broadwayin a Roundabout Theater Company production
at the American Airlines Theater. Directed by Simon Godwin and starring Diane Lane, John Glover
and Susannah Flood. A A A A At a time when the Russian theatre was dominated by formulaic
melodramas and farces, Chekhov created a new sort of drama that laid bare the everyday lives,
loves and yearnings of ordinary people. lvanov depicts a man stifled by inactivity and lost idealism,
and The Seagull contrasts a young man’s selfish romanticism with the stoicism of a woman cruelly
abandoned by her lover. With 'the scenes from country life’ of Uncle Vanya, his first fully mature
play, Chekhov developed his own unique dramatic world, neither tragedy nor comedy. In Three
Sisters the Prozorov sisters endlessly dream of going to Moscow to escape the monotony of
provincial life, while his comedy The Cherry Orchard portrays characters futilely clinging to the past
as their land is sold from underneath them.In this edition Peter Carson’s moving translations convey
Chekhov’s subtle blend of comedy, tragedy and psychological insight, while Richard Gilman’s
introduction examines how Chekhov broke with theatrical conventions and discusses each play in
detail.A A For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature
in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700A A titles, Penguin Classics represents a global
bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust
theA A series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-dateA A translations by award-winning

translators.

Book Information

Series: Penguin Classics

Paperback: 416 pages

Publisher: Penguin Classics; Revised ed. edition (September 3, 2002)
Language: English

ISBN-10: 0140447334

ISBN-13: 978-0140447330

Product Dimensions: 5.1 x 0.8 x 7.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 7.2 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.5 out of 5 stars 17 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #83,145 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #30 inA A Books > Arts &



Photography > Performing Arts > Theater > Playwriting #234 inA A Books > Literature & Fiction >
Dramas & Plays > Regional & Cultural > European #1095 inA A Books > Reference > Foreign

Language Study & Reference

Customer Reviews

Anton ChekhovA A (1860-1904) was a Russian physician and writer of short stories and plays,
including the masterpieces: 'Uncle Vanya’, 'The Seagull’, and 'The Cherry Orchard’. Peter Carson
learned Russian during National Service in the Navy at the Joint Services School for Linguistics,
Crail and London, and at home - his mother’s family left Russia after the Bolshevik Revolution. His

working life has been spent on the editorial side of London publishing.

After forty years | read Chekhov and thank my High school advanced placement, Mrs. Stella Young

for taking the time to teach the classics: and her dedicated Love for the craft.

| have read Chekov in various translations at very points in my life, and Chekov’s charm and
elegance are all in full display in this edition. What | love about Chekov (I'm restricted to translations
in English as | have no knowledge of Russian) are his gentle portraits of the human condition and
people in their daily lives and struggles. This edition brings the reader into the very distinctive world

of Chekov’s Russia - and yet relates so well, as all great literature does, to our own.

Very good translations of Chekhov’s longest plays. His genius shines through and though he often
is difficult to decipher due to changes in modern views of the world, a closer look gives a true look at

human frailty.
The greatest writer after Shakespeare. Wonderful, realist, domestic settings with the most profound
examinations of self, identity, love and the human condition. Just buy it and buy the BBC films and

dive in. AMAZING.

My grandson used this for one o his performing arts class in college. He did not have any

complaints.

Exactly as described, came way early, love the book!



Great book, great quality, fast shipping. Thanks!

Great collection!
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